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A. gﬁ?ﬁ?

very strong personal ties (support Paul in gospel, participation, personal assistant, financial, etc. 1:1—
11,2:25-30, 4:10-20);

* Paul sharing his personal concerns and thoughts (1:12-26); wanting to go himself;

* Philippians faced opposition and experienced suffering (1:28-30, 4:14);

* another situation is dis-unity among members (4:2-3);

« 3rdjssue is about teachings regarding law (e.g., circumcision);

e encourages their participation and persistence in the progress of gospel;

« sharing examples of Christ (2), Paul (3), and other coworkers, in terms of humbleness, self-giving, and joy
(1:27-30; etc).

B. NERZHULEHE 7
C. 1EHERLINF——RILIEZTFHH?
D. A NAW MR CAEE BEREE?

Overall background in NT: After taking the gospel to strategic cities and forming the new believers into local
churches, Paul began a process of establishing these churches in the Apostles’ teaching. This teaching was, in reality,
the teaching they received from the Lord for His church. Paul did this by personal visits, by sending a member of his
missionary team to visit them, and by writing them letters. So, in reality, all of these letters were tools for
establishing the churches to whom they were written, or to Paul’s key leaders (Timothy and Titus) in how to
establish the churches they were sent to minister amongst.
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Why did Paul write this letter to the church at Philippi? What was he trying to strengthen
in them? What was he seeing in them that motivated this letter?

—2

/3

He gives us many clues about his assessment of the Philippians, his concerns for them, as
well as his appraisal of their progress. In the beginning of the letter he praises them
because they had participated with him in the progress of the gospel from the day of their
birth as a church until the present (1:1-11). He praises them for their continued
participation with him in sending Epaphroditus to assist him in his ministry (2:25-30) and
in sending him an abundant financial gift to help support him in the ministry (4:10-20). He
also addresses an emerging problem: a potential breakdown in their one-mindedness as a
church, centering on the conflict between Euodia and Syntyche (4:1-3). He challenges
them to continue to be of one mind in their striving together with him in the progress of
the gospel (1:27-30), which requires a lot of humility. That kind of humility, he points out,
is exemplified in the models of Jesus, Paul, Timothy, and Epaphroditus (2:1-30). And
finally, he challenges them to not be distracted in any way from their focus on Christ and
His call on their lives (3:1-21).



fEERER

To encourage the Philippians to continue their
commitment to spreading the gospel, that they,
following examples of Christ, Paul, Timothy and
Epaphroditus, might be humble, self-giving, keeping
unity, and living a joyous Christian life.

* by reminding the Philippians of their participation with him (Paul) in the progress of the gospel from their very birth as a church,
expressing confidence in God’s continued work in their lives, and praying for them to deepen even more in their commitment and
understanding of their new faith. (1:1-11)

* by explaining how his own suffering in prison contributed to the progress of the gospel, emboldening others to share their faith
and cultivating in him a single- minded focus to live for Christ. (1:12-26)

* by challenging them to strive together with one mind for the progress of the gospel, putting aside all personal rights and following
the selfless attitude of Christ, who gave up all His rights on the cross—an attitude which Paul, Timothy, and Epaphroditus
modeled as well. (1:27-2:30)

* by sharing his own example more fully, describing his journey, which led him to give up all things in which he might boast and
replace them with a single-minded desire to become like Christ and achieve all of His purposes for his life. (3:1-21)

* by exhorting them to stand firm in the gospel, warning them to deal with all the little things that could eat away at their one-
minded commitment to the progress of the gospel, such as internal bickering, impatience with each other, and everyday
anxieties, and replace them with the habit of Christ-like thoughts and reflections. (4:1-9)

* by praising them for their generous financial contribution to him toward the progress of the gospel, reminding them of the
future interest they will receive on their investment and giving them a final greeting. (4:10-23)



TEMk (FEALFE7S6/17HERTAE)

o QRS -
s

QT
TR

RPN

E2T
IO, BEROARE, AL

1)7 HEERR &R

(1:1-11) FzE — KB

(1:12-26) EI’JVW} E‘%ﬁ?ﬁﬁxﬁ’]_é HPN=

(FEE

. i%ﬁiﬁnm:?ﬁamé:émﬁﬁm ﬂ

6/12/17

“Prr IR

17 HERE. )




