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Win Back Their Thinking (2 Cor. 10:3-5)
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Introduction: We live in a world on the brink of
war...but another, more devastating war — a
“guerilla war” — has been going on around us for a
very long time...ever since the Garden of Eden.
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2Cor
10: 3 For though we live in the world, we do not wage war as the world does.

10:4 The weapons we fight with are not the weapons of the world. On the
contrary, they have divine power to demolish strongholds.

10:5 We demolish arguments and every pretension that sets itself up against
the knowledge of God, and we take captive every thought to make it
obedient to Christ.
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Thesis (FEEEE):

Well before this community, country or even any
Chinese or American church existed, the Apostle Paul
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called attention to the battle raging around the People
of God. In 2 Cor. 10:3- 5, Paul lays out Three
INDISPENSABLE INSIGHTS that make it possible for this
congregation to faithfully serve the purposes of our Lord
Jesus Christ and his Kingdom.
ESEHE ) B AR m R B
BT DR > AR BRI S —(EB T
Y& EERE —EEF o © :%WM‘%_&% 10:3-5, FREEHK
E%ﬁ%@%ﬁﬁ%ﬁF%T\gu%HWEXW
RS BRAIMEE > PO — (B o )
HADEZETT -




Three Insights = {&}[E2Z /7

1) Recognize that we are at war—for the THINKING of
men, women, and children.
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2) Remind ourselves that we do not fight this war with
“conventional weapons”.

FEBE M BE R AR a2k ] 12 5+
3) Realize that the goal of this war is to bring every
thought captive to Christ (a Biblical Worldview).
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C.S. Lewis novel: Screwtape Letters
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The trouble about argument is that it moves the whole struggle onto the
Enemy’s own ground...By the very act of arguing, you can awake the patient’s
reason; and once it is awake, who can foresee the result? Even if a particular
train of thought can be twisted so as to end in our favor, you will find that you
have been strengthening in your patient the fatal habit of attending to
universal issues and withdrawing his attention from the stream of immediate
experiences. Your business is to fix his attention on the stream. Teach him to
call it “real life” and don’t let him ask what he means by “real.”
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Conclusion (4&8%%) :

This weekend, we will engage in some intensive
“training” for our Christian mission: “To win
back their thinking—or as we shall soon see-
the HEART-of humanity”.
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Win Back (I1): A Matter of Heart (Mark 12:28-30)
B (): 2089488, (B]12:28-30)

Introduction: One of the least helpful thmgs that Western Christianity
has ever given to the worldwide Church is its dichotomy between

the head and the heart. 7‘59’]%{@{% 3“@1@5‘%9’]&@—@{@71(
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* This is certainly not the Hebrew concept—or the Chinese i HE52 %
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* In the Old Testament (and ancient Chinese culture), human beings
are viewed holistically 1FEE&JEE & (H.7E Bt 3 l:) » ANETE—
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* Heart is seen as an all-encompassing term to describe our
thoughts, emotions, will, desires, etc. It seems to be the Bible’s
word, itself, for ‘ worldwew” ”/\” = —{E e I‘élﬁl’j—il ; B{Eﬁﬁ JL}deﬂ
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Mark

12:28 One of the teachers of the law came and heard them debating.
Noticing that Jesus had given them a good answer, he asked him,
"Of all the commandments, which is the most important?”

12:29 "The most important one," answered Jesus, "is this: 'Hear, O
Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord is one.

12:30 Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul
and with all your mind and with all your strength.’
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Thesis (FHERL):

We can see how a biblical worldview is truly a
matter of the heart by looking at Jesus’ “Great
Commandment” in Mark 12:28- 30. Here, our Lord
clearly brings out at least FOUR KEY DIMENSIONS
of what constitutes a Hebrew heart, a Chinese
heart, a heart for God.
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Four Key Dimensions PU{H & & & H

1) The Heart (“worldview”) is how we THINK
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2) The Heart (“worldview”) is what we VALUE
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3) The Heart (“worldview”) is how we WORK
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4) The Heart is how we RELATE
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How we THINK Fe{f90y E 4 5=

1) When you make important decisions about your life and family, how do you
connect this decision to your life’s STORY? Where does your life’s story

begin? End?
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2) Where does God fit in your life’s story—in the beginning, middle, or end?
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3) How has becoming a Christian affected the “size” of your world? Are you
more concerned about the world around you or less concerned? BZ/%PZJF
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What we VALUE &ﬁéﬁﬁﬁfﬁ%@ﬁ

1) How do you define “success”? 4o EZE “ERIf” 2

2) How do you spend your time? {&401a] 45 Bc AR EHERE] 2

3) How do you spend your money? &40 {o]{s FE ARHERA4 2

4) What would your spouse, children, and co-workers say if they were
asked the above questions about you? */%‘UAF'HEJUE@@E% 27+ >
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How we WORK  F{MA{r[E 17 LAF

1) Is work a blessing or a curse? If you were wealthy and
did not really need extra income, would you still go to
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2) How does your Christian Faith relate to the quality of
your work? Do you work for your human “boss” or for
the Lord? What difference does it make as to how we

see our “employer”? IS M TI/ERVEE S (1
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How we RELATE
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1) Do we have close relationships with people outside of
the Chinese culture? With non-Christians? How do our
“neighbors” experience our Christian lives and
presence?
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2) How do view your relationship to Christians living in
China? Do we have any respon5|b|I|t to them? What

might these be? fREATF H1 B4R T H Y BB FEE REARIE ?
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Conclusion 2&%5:

Worldview discussion has often been presented in an abstract,
philosophic manner. Many Christians have questioned its relevance to
their lives. And this “disconnect” has continued to further the deadly
“head/heart” dualism. This has resulted, unfortunately, continued to
bring a very fragmented “love for God.” But the Bible, itself, offers the
solution for how to understand worldview in its word, “heart.” Eastern
cultures have known the richness of this word...and it is time that both
the Eastern And Western Churches recover the HEART—the key to
taking their thinking back to Christ!
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Win Back (lll): How Science (and Everything
Else) is Sacred o] lll: 4T = HEEHY

Introduction: In our day, Christian people do a majority of their
Bible reading and study from the New Testament, not the Old.
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*We know the “Great Commission” (Matt. 28:18-20)
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*What we often miss is that the “First Christians” largely used the
Old Testament to spread the Good News about Jesus
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e The Old Testament introduces a “commission” that predates the
Great one—in fact it “interprets” what the latter one means
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Gen

1:28 God blessed them and said to them, "Be
fruitful and increase in number; fill the earth and
subdue it. Rule over the fish of the sea and the

birds of the air and over every living creature that
moves on the ground."
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Thesis F 28 &8 EL:

The “First Commission” given to human beings in the Bible is
not the commission to evangelize but rather to “culturize”
God’s wonderful creation — Gen. 1:28. Let us illustrate this
truth by giving attention to THREE MAJOR AREAS OF HUMAN
CULTURE that have been positively developed because the
earliest Christian began reading their Bibles with the words,
“In the beginning, God created...”
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THREE MAJOR AREAS OF HUMAN
CULTURE A\FESCAE=KSHBK

1) Narrative of the Sacredness of All Human Life
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2) Narrative of Schools and Education
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3) Narrative of the Development of Modern Science
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e Contra much of contemporary teaching, the Church by and large
did not oppose science but made it possible!
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Conclusion 28%5:

In order to “win back their thinking,” we must
approach our Bibles from the beginning—Genesis
1—which enables us to see clearly that “every
square inch” (Kuyper) of this universe belongs to

the Lord.
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Win Back (IV): Every Person is a Minister of Christ
el Vi A NBEEE (BAAEEM) §7HT 2:4-10

Introduction: | love art...and | am sure most of you do, too.

s« BAREE AT BB IR 2 EER.

e All kinds of art...especially art coming out of the German Reformation
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e This art not only depicts biblical scenes, but also everyday men and
women going about their work...
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e This illustrates one of the major themes of Martin Luther and the
Protestant Reformers: The Priesthood of All Believers
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* Sadly, this concept is easier to talk about than live...
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Gant Wood’s “American Gothic”



“Portrait of a Man” and “Portrait of a Woman”
by Lucas Crannach



1 Peter 2:4 As you come to him, the living Stone-rejected by men but chosen by God
and precious to him- 2:5 you also, like living stones, are being built into a spiritual
house to be a holy priesthood, offering spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through
Jesus Christ. 2:6 For in Scripture it says: "See, | lay a stone in Zion, a chosen and
precious cornerstone, and the one who trusts in him will never be put to shame.” 2:7
Now to you who believe, this stone is precious. But to those who do not believe, "The
stone the builders rejected has become the capstone, 2:8 and, "A stone that causes
men to stumble and a rock that makes them fall.” They stumble because they disobey
the message-which is also what they were destined for. 2:9 But you are a chosen
people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to God, that you may
declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light. 2:10
Once you were not a people, but now you are the people of God; once you had not
received mercy, but now you have received mercy.
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Thesis T 7HEEL

We must not surrender our hearts to a concept of ministry that
elevates some Christians above others. In order to genuinely
live out a biblical worldview, we must promote every-member
ministry—the kind that Peter sets out in his first letter. In 1Pet.
2:4-10, Peter calls our attention to THREE IMPORTANT TRUTHS
about the nature of the Church that sets us apart and makes us
God’s unique instrument to challenge the world’s
understanding of human society.
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THREE IMPORTANT TRUTHS ={HEENEH
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1) Every-member ministry fulfills God’s Old Testament
intentions for his people.
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2) Every-member ministry enables the Church to be a Temple

not a village
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3) Every-member ministry declares the praises of God to a
hostile and skeptical world
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Conclusion %&%%:

If we are to “win back their thinking,” we must be the
“Church of Every- Member Ministry.” Every Christian is
a priest, every Christian has been placed in a special
place of service—work, school, and home, and every
Christian has been carefully positioned in the Lord’s
construction of the Spirit’s Temple. Every-member
ministry is biblical worldview—in talk and walk.
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