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* Faithful presence within. -- Tim Keller
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OWFCNLIM TGC us.eomon v EDITORIAL

Te a I I l J e S u S E@ Robert Louis Wilken, emeritus professor of history at the University
S SN of Virginia:
J ﬁ’? y- L At the end of the first century there were fewer than ten thousand

Christians in the Roman Empire. The population at the time

numbered some sixty million, which meant that Christians made

y—P=val > up one hundredth of one percent or 0.017 percent according to
1. BEr % | o

the figures of a contemporary sociologist.

* A EBOOE H_J- E’ ﬁ 6 By the year 200, the number may have increased to a little more
Eﬁ% 'ff_E ( 10%) o than two hundred thousand, still a tiny minority, under one
ercent (0.36).
2. XL ER R B A% P
. 1 P& :
By the year 250, however, the number had risen to more than a
'f'k o million, almost two percent of the population.
ﬁ ﬁ%j:/\ }\A /\ |\Jﬁ @ The most striking figure, however, comes two generations later.
"Eé% *X ;jl‘[, i j—,’ E/J j( ,ﬂ_/} By the year 300 Christians made up 10 percent of the population,

1{9] }E@ AR BZ?E .'=E. N ,I approximately 6 million.
X At
I‘Iﬂ E/\J jz'f’t o 7F¥ E/\] =7 IJ] All of these figures are estimates. Because there are no hard

A R demographic data, they can be used only with other evidence.
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